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Ourstudy al.. _....... ... 45% " owing )
Visitors find it recreating and enterte......y iv .iwii oo —.0gi- cCrocodile and hippos, 57% of the ycative il
cal gardens, but that in itseif would not be sufficient re___.. " lion enclosure and 33.3% ¢ Jing w )8
for keeping wild animals in captivity. Although wildlife sup- the otter enclosure.
plies considerable number of mandays for recreation, it con-
tributes an increasingly smaller proportion of the nations rec- Table 1
reational activity. Visitors either intentionally or through igno-
rance can cause a tremendous amount of stress, discomfort Age group of provocators
and torture or even death to animals. Quite often visitors have
been noticed to hurt caged animals by teasing, provoking and  Less than 15 years 19%
feeding. How great the ignorance of the visitors can be seen  15-35 years 79%
from the fact tha iolar bear contacted severe entiritis with  Over 35 Years 2%
haemoharrage al had been fed by a visitor on putrid sea
fish. Other case re seals eye poked out with a we"' "7
stick and birds t smashed with a stone (Hediger 1
Kamal Naidu (1989) has stated a case of zebra which Y [
due to visitors feeding the animal with popcorn plastic | - e

Ty .. _f Provocation
Since the understanding of visitor behaviour towards captive
animals plays an important role in efficient management of Shouting 32.75%
zoos, a study was conducted to evaluate the visitors Throwin %) 27.5 %
misbehaviour towards zoo animals. Pricking ...... -.cl 227 %
Feedin 8.5C
Throwi _ r/y ¢ 6.0C
M ng 2.5C..
The study was carried out at Arignar Anna Zoological P.....,
Vandalur, located in Chengai-M.G.R. district, 32 kms from
south of Madre © 22 kms from North of Cheng
November 199¢ he purpose of this study a ‘Provocator’ —_—
is a visitor who induiges in any one or more of the activ* -
such as shouting, throwin= -‘ones, pe=~~ =f~=*~ —- -
g feeding, spitting etc. i  pective ¢
r archers act.. ... .._..ors and observations were m
wir out the knowled - o tionnait
t | , education: u "2 b
X cC veral aw ™~ Wi ired ani-
n chor~= *~y ynus +° ° PPL v cerrsuS, | Jc0o-
C and 5. As [P+ ] g 1 T
€ it th ‘e interv’ "ually
v ted in pi ad da’ This ¢~
t 200 c0-0.....ve pr , -
To see « e e 37.0%
: To attrac ) 32.5%
The results presented be’ ,ionses of Due to Pity 30.5¢

two hundi | . Our study showed that majority of
the provocators were in the age group of 15-35 years. Males

3%) were found to be more provocative than females (17%)

1d majority were educated (72%) at least to the primary

thool level. Although 8.5% of the provocators were found to
.~ed the animals, only 50% of them were aware that their
unconventional feeding may reflect on the health of the ani-
mals. Most of the provocators were unaware of the balanced
diet being fed to the animals by the zoo authorities. Moreover,
many of the provocators realised that their behaviour could
result in a behavioural change of the animals and their feed-
ing activity could attract pests into the animal enclosure.

1
Teasing and *~-~ding are major problems in Indian zoos

(Kumaragurul 1 1992). Zoos attract many visitors and that
most of themr 1e with an idea of recreation creates prob-
lems (Malhotr 90, Shubash Vats 1990). Provocations are
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