should be one that’s not going to drive all the birds, and
visitors insane.

We have put up more perching and shade for the eagles,
vultures and buzzards.

On the left of the main entrance the engineer has built a
series of shelves/display for the sculpture carvings for
purchase. (An “extra” which the director has negotiated into
the fencing contract at no extra cost.).

VETERINARY

I met with Dr Sherman last week and discussed the longer
term options for veterinary support and co-operation
between the zoo and the Kabul Veterinary Faculty. He is
drawing up a basic proposal for Morris Foundation and
Humane Society of the United States to feel out their
willingness to support such an initiative.

The Italian CIMIC veterinary team visited last week for some
pest control and will return again Monday.

EDUCATION

We are still trying to get a meeting with the Kabul Education
Ministry and have been promised such a meeting several
times by the zoo director, and Mr Akbhary. They both agree
how important the education program is and the need to
support Fazil and want a vehicle for the education program.

Of course this can’t be considered until they organize
themselves and actually start being proactive on the
education front.

Fazil and Sha Nuri have been keen to put together a zoo
brochure together for students and some visitors and have
done a good job. | have found them digital pictures and we
should be discussing the options with a printer in the next
few days. Definitely an initiative | see worth supporting
since they are keen enough and have made good progress
unassisted. Mr Azizgul opined that the brochure should be
written in Dari and in Pashto. Fazil and Sha Nuri have
decided to put a photo of Marjan on the front and will first
make the brochure in Dari and see how it goes.

MEDIA

Obviously the negative reporting has been irritating and
counterproductive. | have finally had a response from a

journalist (after sending out e-mails to about 20) who is
coming to the zoo on Monday. Phone line was extremely
poor so not sure yet which agency she is from. | am still
trying to get some positive reporting!

RUMOURS

The Mayor of Kabul may move to another district/ province.
Not sure on the reality of this, but if it is the case it could
have repercussions for the staff appointments within the
municipality and thus the zoo.

Z.0.0. News

Z.0.0. and its associate organisations, associations and
networks have been busy. Following is a list of newly
produced things which may be of interest to you.

Status of South Asian Non-volant Small Mammals: Report
of the Conservation Assessment and Management Plan
Workshop. This Report is 618 pages long and represents
the most current information about South Asian Rodents
and Insectivores ever. You can order it from ZOO for Rs.
1000.00 inclusive of postage and handling. If you are
associated with our small mammal network, you will get a
copy free, but will have to pay for postage (Rs. 150).

Poster of South Asian Primates : This is a poster of all 43
South Asian species and subspecies of primates,
beautifully drawn by Dr. Stephen Nash, the artist for
Conservation International and the Primate Specialist
Group. You can order a copy from ZOO for Rs. 150.00
inclusive of postage and handling. If you are a member of
our primate network you will get a large and small poster
free of cost. This poster is dated and when sufficient
information indicated changes in the drawings, names or
species builds up, we will reprint the poster. Watch this

page.

BAcTivities for young batters : This is an A4 sized, 12 page
booklet of information and activities for youngsters. Some of
the explanations are sufficiently challenging that it is
preferable for an adult to work with a child on this book.
Members of our bat network will get one free of cost. Others
can order from ZOO at a cost of Rs. 50 inclusive of postage
and handling.
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South Asian Monkey Colouring Book: This is a childrens
colouring book with South Asian Primates as a theme. It
includes a small copy of the Indian Primate poster as a
colour guide. The book focuses on the four “kinds” of
monkeys and various “kinds of kinds” and how they are
named. Kids have to reply the questions asked in the book
by looking hard at their physical characteristics. The
animals are listed within “kinds” by how their common
name was selected ... some macaques were named after
people that discovered them, and some by the geographic
area they are from and some are named by body marking.
Primate network members get one free. Others can order
from ZOO by paying Rs. 100 inclusive of postage for this A4,
24 page book.

Conservation of Western Hoolock Gibbon : Report of the
PHVA Workshop. In February 2005 ZOO/CBSG, South Asia
and the South Asian Primate Network conducted a PHVA for
Hoolock Gibbon in Dhaka along with the Wildlife Trust of
Bangladesh and the Forest Department of Bangladesh.
This Report includes an analysis of the population
dynamics of Hoolock Gibbons as per information of the
participants and action plans focusing on a variety of
themes, such as Education and Awareness, Modeling,
Populations and Captive Breeding. Members of our primate
network will receive a copy free of cost. Others can order
this 100 page Report for Rs. 250 inclusive of postage and
packing.
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