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Opecies that belong to the doq family are called ‘canids’. \ndia
Nas 8 sueh wild canids, alo‘\% with the striped Nyena. We Xnow
very little about them & this Nampers their conservation.
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Wild Canids
india project

wildcanids.net
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How do we even map these species
acvross the whole country ?

soCial media
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The Wild Canids—\ndia ?roject woed citizen—stience survey sy
Q\’\o‘l:o%ra@\’\s on osotial media & information from scientific literature
to qathher 5000 records & map these species across \ndia.
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How mueh area do
wild canids & Nyenas oc.c.u\g)q?

Some Nave  restricted canges & some are eore  widespread. For
evample, desert fores occupy a semall part of their potential conge
in £he northwest, whereaos ja.c.-‘(\o.ls axe Found almost all over \ndia.

Z00’s Print Vol. 35| No. 9 3



Whot Xind of Naobitots do ‘t‘(\eq need 7
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They theive in o wide variety of unigue Nabitats. For example,
dholes need forests, while \ndian wolvesy \ndian foxes & Nyenas need
dey %ra.aslm\db & slrub. Oome even do well in a%ric.\,\l‘tural oxr€os.
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Whaot is their conservation status
N \ndia?

\F we qove them %radeb Qlike in school) based on their conservation
stotus in the country, then species like the jac)(\al oxe doit\% oXy
while obhers like \ndian fox & striped hyena could do a lok better.
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Do t\’\eq Lace any theeots ot all 7

vehicuwlar accideants 1eadix\% to ‘roadkills’ is one of the ey threats
thot affects eost of them. They are aleo threatened by domestic

do%& whith compete with them for food & spread diseases.
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What’s £the deal with J'o.Q,J(\o.lb ?

tails & sxulls

P\lt\’\o\;\%\’\ %oldem jatkals are doi‘\% Fairly ok in \ndigy they are okill
poached for their tails, skulls, & their ima%h\arl/l, non —exvisteant
“Norne’y which find wee in superstitions & celigions DPractices.
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How safe are their Nabitats ?

» -
7 ‘M “afforestation”
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Gicasslandsy strub & barren lands ace wron%\u! called “wastelands” &
diverted for destructive infrastructure projects. They are aleo

woed for Planting trees under afForestation stnemes (mistakel).
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Don’t we already Nave
“Orotected areas” 7
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Protected / Conpervotion
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Thea Now do we do this ¢
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\ndia’s protected areas are mostly inside forests. These carnivores &
all their non—forest hNabitats wneed innovative conservation wodels
that protect wildlife & aleo the wellbeing of people in shared areas.
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But do \ndia’s states
Nave the capacity to do Lhis ?

imi?or‘to.n‘h stotes

A need core coney

Twelve stotes are of Nigh prierity, cight of which need Lo invest
more money towards wildlife. But importantlyy we need to expand our
definition of conservation & vethink what/Now we Conserve.

Z00’s Print Vol. 35| No. 9 10



* Sl _
\“'\\"‘"ﬂ h‘, r-t‘A
l\\‘?'-'. h Jﬁmaﬁ‘ul—-;umwn

Moot of \ndia’s diverse species & habitates Nave 10“3 been i%“ored
& overlooked. OSafequarding wild canide & Nyenas will need
continuons mow\i‘tori\\% efforts by scientists, proactive support from
citizens & committed, eco—constions %over“me“’c_&.

Arjun is a wildlife biologist who works on the conservation ecology of large
carnivores in India. He earned a PhD from the University of Florida (USA),

and is currently a Research Associate with Wildlife Conservation Society-
India.
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