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Table 2. Mean percentage (based on prey frequency from nine nesting / roosting sites) of different prey items in the diet of
Barn Owls

Prey Items February 1993 February 1994 Total (February 1993 Rank
To January 1994 to January 1995 to January 1995)

Total number of pellets analysed 2288 1742 4030

Values are in Mean Percentage
Rodents B. bengalensis 26.85 38.73 32.79 1

M. meltada 38.11 20.70 29.40 2
M.booduga 5.17 2.63 3.90 7
T. indica 1.81 2.48 2.15 8
R. rattus 6.24 6.53 6.38 6
Unidentified Rodent species 9.77 4.22 6.99 5

Total (Rodents) 87.96 75.30 81.61

Insectivore S. murinus 7.39 11.81 9.60 3

Amphibians 4.62 11.99 8.30 4
Birds 0.00 0.04 0.02 10
Insects 0.00 0.82 0.41 9

Grand Total 99.97 99.95 99.94

Prey Items February 1993 February 1994 Total (February 1993 Rank
To January 1994 to January 1995  to January 1995)

Total number of pellets analysed 2288 1742 4030

Total number of Adults 249 168 417
Barn Owls observed Sub adults 64 09 73

Chicks 99 38 137
Eggs 152 111 263

Rodents B. bengalensis 977 976 1953   1
M. meltada 1386 522 1908   2
M.booduga 188 66 254   7
T. indica 66 63 129   8
R. rattus 227 166 393   6
Unidentified Rodent Species 355 106 461   5
Total ( Rodents) 3199 1899 5098

Insectivore S. murinus 269 298 567   3

Amphibians 168 302 470   4
Birds 0 1 1  10
Insects 0 21 21    9

Grand Total 3636 2521 6157

Table 1. Prey composition (in frequency from nine nesting / roosting sites) of Barn Owls revealed from pellet analysis.
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Table 3. Total biomass (g) (estimated by using mean body
weight of respective species) and the proportions of the small
mammalian prey consumed by the Barn Owls between
February 1993 and January 1995

Prey species Total Biomass (g) % Rank

B. bengalensis 1,58,954.67 45.13 1
M. meltada 1,15,643.88 32.84 2
M. booduga 3,131.82 0.89 6
T. indica 13,133.49 3.73 5
R. rattus 38,702.64 10.98 3
Total (Rodents) 3,29,566.50 93.57

S. murinus (Insectivore) 22,617.63 6.43 4

Grand Total 3,52,184.13 100.00

Table 4. Mean prey / pellet items observed during the pellet
analysis

Year/Month 1993-1994 1994-1995

February 1.22 1.46
March 1.68 1.46
April 2.02 1.06
May 1.63 1.46
June 1.41 1.63
July 1.45 1.63
August 1.43 1.75
September 1.40 1.35
October 1.69 1.48
November 1.25 1.26
December 1.12 1.38
January 1.76 1.62

Mean 1.51 1.46
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