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CATTLE EGRET (BUBULCUS IBIS) ATTEMPTING
TO FEED ON BROWN ROCK CHAT
(CERCOMELA FUSCA) CHICK
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On 17 May 2001 at 0545hr when I was watching birds, I found
four Brown Rock Chats (Cercomela fusca Blyth ) making loud
noises and hovering over a Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis).  The
latter was holding a small bird alive in its beak and striking it on
the ground.  When I approached the bird it dropped the prey
and flew away.  The prey was a chick of Brown Rock Chat and
soon the chick died from serious injuries near its neck, both
shoulders and thighs.  I left the dead chick and retreated to
observe the behaviour of the four Brown Rock Chats until 0645hr.
The four birds hovered restlessly and noisily over the dead
chick.  These birds had not attacked the predator when the
Cattle Egret was holding the chick in its beak.

One Brown Rock Chat sat on a soil mound, the other two birds
sat at  some distance at a construction site and the fourth one
first flew over the dead chick, tried to keep flying over it for few
seconds uttering short harsh calls.  Then it sat very close to the
dead chick (on one foot) with opened wings and fluttered
vigorously.  It bent forward with lifted tail and gave harsh calls
to the chick.  Again it flew over the chick for few seconds and
repeated the same behaviour described above for half an hour.
After every few displays the bird sat on the soil mound or at the
construction site while another bird took over.  This way each
bird took turns to guard the dead chick.

At 0645hr, even though ants had started eating the dead chick,
the four birds were still trying to guard the dead chick.
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