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This issue of ZOOS' PRINT contains three indexes with reference to subject, author and word of all the various publications of Zoo Outreach Organisation of 2002.  This includes ZOOS' PRINT Magazine, which was founded in 1986 and has had a continuous run of regular monthly publication since that year; ZOOS' PRINT Journal, founded April 1999 and having a continuous run of four years this issue as well as our various newsletters.  Newletters feature the news of our taxon and disciplinary networks and are listed in the table on the following pages.  
ZOOS' PRINT was founded by me in 1986 with sponsorship from the then Department of Environment, Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India and the late Fatesinghrao Gaekwad of Baroda, then Chairman of the National Zoo Advisory Board and much interested in zoos. 

ZOOS' PRINT was inspired by the success of another publication entitled the GNU's Letter, which was a combination of newsletter of the Friends of Mysore Zoo (FMZ) and general news of zoos here and there.  FMZ managed to send this monthly publication to every zoo and to many important persons in the wildlife, welfare and education departments. It was clear that such a publication was appreciated by this particular target group as well as others.  Zoo directors, whom I met from time to time, all said they read it, and it was clear that the officials also read it and zoo information was more available.  The Mysore Zoo got some much needed good press from it.  

When Zoo Outreach Organisation was founded, at the suggestion of late Dr. T.N. Khoshoo, then Secretary, Department of Environment, I was encouraged to include a budget for a publication to serve all Indian zoos like GNU's Letter served Mysore Zoo.  Thus ZOOS' PRINT was published first in January 1986 and has not missed a month since. 

As the founding Editor, my editorial policy was based on the need to just encourage people to write.  Materials, method, science, and other features of a professional publication were not priorities.  Zoos were isolated and zoo personnel were lonely and hungry for news of other zoos.  Also zoos were not well regarded, even by foresters, and needed exposure to their own community personnel.   ZOOS' PRINT just wanted zoo personnel to get something every month which would put them in touch with other zoos ... in India and in the world, with a few articles, some news, etc.  We got articles of a very different standard and this was okay.  If the English was not good, we patched it up as best we could understand what was meant and published it.  If the topic was not exactly zoo based, we still used it if it was related in any way to forests and wildlife.  A number of people began to write about their experiences ... in the zoo, in the forest, with animals, with veterinary medicine, etc.

As the magazine continued to be published, it attracted a variety of articles, some of which were of a genuine scientific nature.  There was a period in which many articles contained controversial information that was nontheless published.  A few people began to complain about the quality of these articles and to claim that it was harmful to continue to publish them.

By then Sanjay Molur now Deputy Director of ZOO and Editor ZOOS' PRINT and ZOOS' PRINT Journal had joined the office and he had a scientific background, which I did not.  He began editing the articles for scientific accuracy and sending them to experts for review.  Very shortly every scientific article in the magazine had been sent for review but we still got complaints.  These complaints were based on previous mistakes, and readers did not notice that the scientific articles in ZOOS' PRINT were peer reviewed.

We decided that perhaps people did not notice the improved quality of the articles because they were mixed in with feature articles and news.  So, in April 1999, we began publication of the ZOOS' PRINT Journal, a peer reviewed publication with an editorial board of 45 reputed biologists.  For a few months it was difficult to fill up its allocated 20 pages.  Dr. B.A. Daniel became the Associate Editor of the Journal.  

Today, just 4 years later, ZOOS' PRINT Journal receives plenty of articles and even goes over its page allocation.  The articles are from academics, field biologists and veterinary doctors from India and other South Asian countries.   ZOOS' PRINT Journal is also a monthly and posted along with ZOOS' PRINT Magazine with one subscription to cover both publications.  

Many of the scientific articles in ZP Journal are generated by members of Zoo Outreach Organisation or one of our several taxon networks.  ZOOS' PRINT Journal features articles in this order of popularity for animals and plants: new descriptions; catelogues/checklists; distribution; conservation; taxonomy; wildife and zoo veterinary; captive management; animal behaviour. 
It may be of interest to readers of ZOOS' PRINT magazine that 16 scientific articles initiated from zoos in 2002, not so many as in 2001.  

ZOOS' PRINT magazine does not receive so many articles as such but what is contributed combined with reports of Indian zoos' education programmes;  Zoo Outreach Organisation, CBSG, South Asia, SAZARC and taxon network activities, and various features, news and announcements is sufficient for a good read every month.

ZOOS' PRINT Magazine is the only zoo magazine for zoo professionals in the whole of Asia.  It is one of the few zoo publications to come out monthly.  ZOOS' PRINT Journal is one of a very few peer reviewed publications featuring wildlife species in Asia and the only monthly wildlife scientific journal.  

ZOOS' PRINT magazine and journal are published as a public service for the zoo and wildlife community of South Asia.  Not only do these publications not make money, they do not support themselves and cost the organisation quite a sum every year.  The Universities Federation for Animal Welfare subsidizes subscriptions which are sent to the zoos of South Asia and some other needy persons and institutions.  ZOOS' PRINT is sent free to many international zoos and other conservation organisations to highlight the activities of Indian zoos and wildlife scientists and staff.  
The Zoo Outreach Organisation staff put many dozens of hours into these two publications, perhaps more than a week of every month.   We trust it is justified.  If you are not paying attention to what is in ZOOS' PRINT, perhaps you should take another look.  We get calls and emails from all over the world about some of the material included in ZP.  

The 10 year Index to ZOOS' PRINT was published in December 1995 (Vol. X No. 12, 1995).  Subsequent index to ZP were published in Vol XII, No. 3, 1997,  Vol. XIII, No. 9, 1998, Vol. XIV, No. 1, 1999, Vol. XV, No. 3, 2000, Vol. XVII, No. 2, 2002.

